
Could new GM crops please the greens? - opinion - 05 January 2008 ... http://www.newscientist.com/channel/opinion/mg19726372.900-coul...

1 of 1 1/23/08 5:31 PM

SEARCH Tips

New Scientist | Space | Technology | Environment | New Scientist Jobs | Subscribe to New Scientist

NEWS  | EXPLORE BY SUBJECT  | SPECIAL REPORTS  | LAST WORD  | SUBSCRIBE  | BLOGS  | VIDEO  | ARCHIVE  | RSS  | E-ZINE Full Access

Log in

help

Log in

help

help

help

Article Preview

Could new GM crops please the greens?
05 January 2008
Peter Aldhous
Magazine issue 2637

PAUSE for a moment the next time you pass a farm. It looks pretty green on the surface, doesn't it? Take away 
the diesel-guzzling machinery and pesticides, and farms would be green in every sense, you might think. No wonder 
some see agriculture as the answer to global warming, as the rush to produce biofuels illustrates. 

But appearances can be deceptive. In fact, farming contributes more to global warming than all the world's cars, 
trains, ships and planes put together. And the single biggest problem with farming is not carbon but nitrogen. From 
the maize fields of Kansas to the emerald rice paddies of China, today's bountiful harvests depend on generous 
applications of nitrogen fertiliser. Although only a tiny proportion escapes into the atmosphere as nitrous oxide, it is 
an extremely potent greenhouse gas. 

It's a vexing problem, but Eric Rey believes he has some of the answers, in the ...
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